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PRELUDE 
Selections from the Riverside Brass Quintet repertoire

PROCESSIONAL 
“Trumpet Voluntary” 
Henry Purcell 

WELCOMING REMARKS 
Dean Ronald Weich 
President Kurt L. Schmoke 

GREETINGS FROM BOARD OF REGENTS 
Regent Thomas Slater 

COMMENDATION OF LAW FACULTY 
Executive Vice President and Provost  
Darlene Brannigan Smith, B.S. ’78, MBA ’80 

CONGRATULATIONS FROM UB  
ALUMNI COMMUNITY 
Rachel Snyder, J.D. ’13

REMARKS BY VALEDICTORIAN 
Aiste Palskyte 

PRESENTATION OF LAW FACULTY AWARDS 
Sean M. Fox (day)
Elizabeth Danquah-Brobby (evening)

INTRODUCTION OF KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
Dean Ronald Weich 

ADDRESS 
The Hon. Mary Ellen Barbera
Chief Judge, Maryland Court of Appeals

CONFERRING OF DEGREES 
President Kurt L. Schmoke 

HOODING OF GRADUATES 
Professor Audrey McFarlane
Associate Dean Christopher Peters

ANNOUNCING GRADUATES 
Professor John Lynch
Associate Dean Amy Sloan

RECESSIONAL 
“Hornpipe” from Water Music 
George Friedrich Handel 

CLOSING REMARKS 
Dean Ronald Weich

“The end of law is not to abolish or 
restrain, but to preserve and enlarge 
freedom. For in all the states of 
created beings capable of law, where 
there is no law, there is no freedom.”
 

MUSICIANS
Riverside Brass Quintet
      Joseph DePasquale
    Randy Martell
    Jerry Peterson
    Bernard Robier
    Tony Settineri

MARSHALS 
Professor Margaret Johnson: 
Macebearer

Professor Eric Easton:  
LL.M. Marshal

Professor Fred Brown: J.D. Marshal

—John Locke
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SUMMA CUM LAUDE

*Stanley R. Carignan

*Austin E. Cohen

*Elizabeth Diane Danquah- 
       Brobby

*Michael J. Elliker

*Brendan R. Fallon

*Christopher Finke

*Elizabeth M. Hill

*Erik L. Johnson

*Joseph J. McCully

*Rachele S. Norfolk

*Aiste Palskyte

*Kelly M. Raynaud

*Elizabeth Virginia Reinecke

*Andrew R. Schmickley

*Kristin C. Tracy

MAGNA CUM LAUDE

Tiffany Ashton

*Alexander R. Ayer

Denise A. Blake

Shannon L. Boisseau

David W. Brundage

Michael S. Bullock

Christopher C. Burns

Drew W. Chlan

Anna C. Clark

Sean M. Fox

Anna Madison M. Frank

Julia L. Houp

*Daniel R. Huchla

Jeffrey V. Johnson

Bradford F. Kirby

Ryan J. Knopp

Michele K. Lambert

Marie C. Langlois

Kristopher C. Madore

Georgio D. Makris

*Rachel N. Melchor

Christine S. Moore

*Thomas J. Newton

Lelia Parker

Christian K. Piatt

*Jackson W. Protzman

Claire M. Robinson

Hannah Dore Schaeffer

Ilona Shparaga

Hillary E. Soper

*Matthew Speake

*Emily M. Steiner

Danielle E. Warwick

CUM LAUDE

Thomas A. Barnes

Manti Daya Bean

Sarah M. Bordner

David Bronfein

Pascale Cadelien

Hao Chen

Shannon E. Clancy

Sydney R. Comitz

Katherine Elizabeth Cooney

Michelle S. Dauksha

Bilyana P. Dincova

Kayla M. DiNuccio

Timothy J. Donovan

Michael A. DuBey

Jordana M. Forbes

Preston P. Heck II

Wayne N. Hicks

Jayne R. Katherman

Christian I. Kim

Chi Hang Kuok

Christelle-Grace Lowe

Syesa T. Middleton

Ryan P. Mooney

Ashley N. Nelson-Raut

Lauren A. Panfile

Jay M. Patel

Abigail Pearlman

Natalie Ann Peroutka

Cole A. Pototsky

Daniel M. Radzyner

Kathleen E. Seifert

Kirsten L. Smulovitz

Benjamin O. Weathers

Daniel Weir

Argirenia Zervos

MASTER OF LAWS  
IN TAXATION

Blessing A. Anosike

Camille Christian DelGavio

Elena Aceves Fowlkes

Devin Stone Fox

Alberto J. Halphen

Stacey Brooke Morris

Madeleine Foltz Safonin

“If you’re going to put 40 to  
50 years into the practice of 
law, find things you like to do.”
 —Joseph I. Cassilly, J.D. ’77
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MASTER OF LAWS IN THE LAW 
OF THE UNITED STATES

Kawther Challobb Almagoosi

Balagan Arumugaswamy

Christalyn Ballicud

Azare Omar Barayan

Brittany C. Campbell

Adebayo O. Elabanjo

Samuel L. Estrada

Chiloo G. Ezeama

Paul Obang Gora

Mohamed S. Hamed

Karla Huffman

Melinda Jakab

Sonia Kansara

Henrietta Karrow-Kamara

Kholoud Lebdah

Diana C. Lindeman

Mohsin Mehmood

Jiten Mehta

Chadi Mouawad

Yetunde A. Oginni

Harold K. Owusu-Ansah

Shahzad Pervaiz

Emile Rudahangarwa

Alexis Safali

Mohammed Mansour  
   Tashkandi

Martin Teofilo

Yao Yang

Hyojin Yom

JURIS DOCTOR

Momen Abukhdeir

Richard Lee Adams III

Zarar Ahmed

Blake O Alderman

Saif Alhija

Anshea N Ambush

Maureen Apugo

Lorena P. Arauz

Iram Ashraf

+Tiffany Ashton

+Alexandra I. Athans

Alexander R. Ayer

Gabrielle Renee Balassone

Thomas A. Barnes

Jeremy W. Baron

Michelle D. Battle

+Manti Daya Bean

Margery Beltran

Megan L. Berey

Paul Bianchi

Benjamin F. Bilenki

+Denise A. Blake

+Shannon L. Boisseau

Sarah M. Bordner

Joseph D. Boyd

Charles E. Brengle

+David Bronfein

Brian A. Broznowicz

David W. Brundage

Steven R. Bryson

+Korinne Irene Buckwalter

Michael S. Bullock

Christopher C. Burns

Pascale Cadelien

+Michael V. Calabrese

Colin J. Campbell

Ashlyn J. Campos

Stanley R. Carignan

Tyler K. Cejka

Hao Chen

David Chkhartishvili

Drew W. Chlan

 Shannon E. Clancy

+Anna C. Clark

Joshua T. Cleveland

Anthony M. Cognetti

Austin E. Cohen

Hillel A. Cohen

Sydney R. Comitz

Katherine Elizabeth Cooney

Aviana G. Cooper

Domenico M. Cricchio

+Raylynn T. Cummings

Elizabeth Diane Danquah- 
   Brobby

Michelle S. Dauksha

Wendy M. Diaz

Bilyana P. Dincova

Kayla M. DiNuccio

+John A. Distel

Tyler M. Dolphin

Timothy J. Donovan

+Michael A. DuBey

+Alexis Dufour

+Timothy A. Dunning

Nadin H. Elias

Michael J. Elliker

Claudette A. Erickson

Keon Eubanks

+Francis J. Falatko III

Brendan R. Fallon

Christopher Finke

Jordana M. Forbes

Sean M. Fox

Anna Madison M. Frank

David A. Fraser

Julian R. Gabbard

Evangelos P. Ganginis

Alex J. Gerback

Cabo F. Granato

Zachary Grauer

+Halle P. Gray

Robin S. Gray

Brittney A. Grizzanti

Robert Y. Hamilton

James I. Hammond

Scott C. Han

Zachary S. Hansen

Wade P. Harris

Shaunee Harrison

Charles E. Hartman IV

Taylor C. Hartman

John W. Haynes

Elizabeth Hays

Preston P. Heck II

Lauren R. Henry

Keri S. Hickey

Wayne N. Hicks

+Elizabeth M. Hill

Jalen N. Hill

Julia L. Houp

Alana Esme Hubbard

Daniel R. Huchla

Samantha L. Hugo

Brian T. Ingram

Erik L. Johnson

Jeffrey V. Johnson

Jonathan D. Kan

Matthew Z. Karim

Jayne R. Katherman

Andrew C. Kaufman

+Aneesa F. Khan

Christian I. Kim

Bradford F. Kirby

Ryan J. Knopp

Jessica H. Kohlhaus

Chi Hang Kuok

Patrick D. Laconi

Michele K. Lambert

Nakaya Lane

Marie C. Langlois

+Jared Michael Lerner

Christelle-Grace Lowe

Sean T. Lynott

+Kristen Marie Mack

+Kristopher C. Madore

Crystal L. Mahaffey

Julius V. Maina

Georgios D. Makris

Michael J. March

Matthew H. McComas

Joseph J. McCully

Julius Medumbeh

Rachel N. Melchor

Marquel Melton

Nicholas L. Meriwether

Meghan Katlyn Meyer

Syesa T. Middleton

Carolyn Mills

Ryan P. Mooney

Christine S. Moore

Nembo Moses

+Ikechukwu Mpamaugo

Judith A. Myers

Katherine Nalley

Dourisse M. Ndongmo

Ashley N. Nelson-Raut

Thomas J. Newton

+Mary F. Noor

+Rachele S. Norfolk

Joseph Oberstein

+Amanda N. Odorimah

Aiste Palskyte

Lauren A. Panfile

Nicholas J. Pappas

+Rachel Park

+Kara K. Parker

Lelia Parker

+Jay M. Patel

+Abigail Pearlman

Francisco Armando Penado

Natalie Ann Peroutka

Christian K. Piatt

Kathryn E. Poleto

Cole A. Pototsky

Harry K. Prevas

Jackson W. Protzman

Lindsay A. Pulliam

Joseph R. Quinn

Daniel M. Radzyner
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CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES

At this Commencement, degrees are conferred upon persons who completed requirements in the summer 
and fall 2016 terms. As it was not possible to determine which candidates completed degree requirements 
for the spring and summer 2017 terms before this program was printed, the listing of May 2017 candidates 
and academic honors is tentative. The diploma of the University, signed by its proper officers, remains the 
official testimony to the possession of a degree.

*The Heuisler Honor Society comprises the top 10 percent of the graduating class. Students receiving this 
honor will be given a certificate as the official testimony of membership in that order at the 2018 Annual 
Awards Ceremony.

+These students have applied for a concentration in one of the following areas: business law, criminal 
practice, estate planning, family law, intellectual property, international law, litigation and advocacy, 
public service or real estate practice. It was not possible to determine who had completed concentration 
requirements for the spring and summer 2017 terms before this program was printed; therefore, the listing 
of candidates for concentrations is tentative. 

MAJOR STUDENT AWARDS FROM THE SPRING 2017 AWARDS CEREMONY

2017 Pro Bono Challenge Award
Anna Clark

2017 Finding Justice Scholarship   
Raylynn Cummings

American College of Mortgage Attorneys Scholarship 
Alexandra Athans
Bradford Kirby

Clinical Legal Education Association (CLEA) Outstanding Student Award
Kathleen Seifert, Bronfein Family Law Clinic

Clinical Excellence Awards
Maureen Apugo, Juvenile Justice Project
Michael Bullock, Pretrial Justice Clinic

Center for International and Comparative Law 2016-17 Director’s Award
Christian Kim

Maryland Chapter of the Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers Cheryl Hepfer Law Student Award
Amanda Odorimah

Student Leader of the Year Award (selected by the Student Bar Association)
Marie Langlois

Outstanding Service to UB by a Student Organization (selected by the Student Bar Association)
Black Law Students Association

FACULTY AND STAFF AWARDS FROM THE SPRING 2017 AWARDS CEREMONY

Outstanding Teaching by a Full-Time Faculty Member
Professor Margaret E. Johnson

Saul Ewing Award for Outstanding Teaching in Transactional Law
Practitioner in Residence Lisa D. Sparks

Outstanding Teaching by an Adjunct Faculty Member
Renee Nacrelli

Faculty Scholarship Award in Traditional Research
Professor Daniel Hatcher

Faculty Scholarship Award in Public Discourse
Professor Garrett Epps

Rose McMunn Distinguished Service Staff Award
Gary Harper

James May Faculty Award (selected by the Student Bar Association)
Professor Phillip J. Closius

Staff Mentoring Award (selected by the Student Bar Association)
Shavaun O’Brien

DEAN’S CITATIONS

Kelly M. Raynaud

Elizabeth Virginia Reinecke

Kirk M. Rentz II

+John Rizos

+Kia A. Roberts Warren

Claire M. Robinson

Paul Rodriguez

Kerry L. Rohrbeck

Sonya Sadjadi

Michael B. Safko

Adetokunbo O. Savage

Hannah Dore Schaeffer

Andrew R. Schmickley

Erica A. Schultz

Shane J. Schwartz

Benjamin H. Seider

+Kathleen E. Seifert

Adam I. Shareef

IIona Shparaga

Kirsten L. Smulovitz

Angela M. Snyder

+Hillary E. Soper

Matthew Speake

Alexis N. Steere

Emily M. Steiner

+Robert E. Steininger

Scott Stengel

Toni M. Steptoe

Catherine B. Stitely

Erika Surock

Timothy F. Swanson

Janee A. Thames

Amy L. Tieperman

James Ricky Torrence Jr.

Kristin C. Tracy

Sarah E. Trego

Patricia N. Tuon

Suraj A. Vyas

Danielle E. Warwick

Benjamin O. Weathers

Tiffany A. Weeks

Daniel Weir

Stuart T. Welch

+Daniel D. Wheeler

Chanel A. White

+Danielle M. Wiggins

Iceney M. Williams

+Roy John Williams

Daniel R. Williamson

Bradley J. Willis

Jonathan Yang

Roy Y. Yi

+Argirenia Zervos

CERTIFICATE IN ESTATE 
PLANNING 

Stacey Brooke Morris

Michael R. Sellitto

Maureen Apugo
Thomas Barnes
Manti Bean

Michael Bullock
Drew Chlan
Anthony Cognetti

Anna Madison Frank
David Fraser
Aneesa Khan

Jared Lerner
Kristen Mack
Adam Shareef

Professor Stephen Shapiro was awarded the title of professor emeritus upon his retirement in 2016.



“The clearest way to show what 
the rule of law means to us in 
everyday life is to recall what 
has happened when there is no 
rule of law.”
—Dwight D. Eisenhower




